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WHY THE NEW LOOK?
SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

HE CITY'S MAJOR COMMUNICATIONS

media feature a new look in 2008
in honor of Bloomington's
Sesquicentennial celebration. The
Sesquicentennial logo, which
combines the OLD (an illustration of
Bloomington's Old Town Hall) with
the NEW (the land, river and colors of
the City of Bloomington logo), is now
highlighted within redesigned

banners on the Briefing and the City’s
Web site CityWEB.

TASTE OF JAPAN
AN EVENING OF
JAPANESE CULTURE

OIN THE BLOOMINGTON SISTER CITY

Organization for an evening of food,
fun and festivities that will include
cultural activities, a silent and live
auction, entertainment and a Japanese
dinner. Taste of Japan will be held on
Saturday, March 1, at Bloomington
Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.
For information, call 952-563-8713.

CITY BUS SERVICE
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS

HE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON bus
Tservice is a group route,
door-to-door transportation service for
older adults, people with disabilities
and others based on space and
availability. Buses are wheelchair-lift
equipped. Tokens or exact change are
required. For more information or to
find out about the bus schedule, call

952-563-4948 or 952-563-4957 V/TTY.

BRIEFING

2008 HOME IMPROVEMENT FAIR
|DEAS, ADVICE AND DEMONSTRATIONS

ASK THE CITY HITS THE WEB
NEW ONLINE RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS UNVEILED

LOOMINGTON HAS ALWAYS

been on the cutting edge of

technology. In 1996,

Bloomington was one of the

first governments in the nation to

introduce a Web site. As technology

evolved, the City’s Web site has provided

many benefits to residents. Today, it

would be unthinkable to not provide

information this way.

Ask the City, a customer relationship

management system, is an example of

using current technology to best meet

customer service needs in the 21st

century. The system provides a concise

way to ask a question, report a

complaint and get resolution quickly.

While online, you may search for

answers to the most frequently asked

questions, submit specific questions and

start a service request ticket. A service

request may be anything from fixing a

pothole to investigating a noise

complaint.

“We are continuously looking for

ways to improve our customer service and

Ask the City is one more tool we now have

at our disposal,” said Communications

Administrator Janine Hill.

Do you have questions about City

facilities, building permits, utilities or

SPRING 2008 CitywIDE CURBSIDE CLEANUP
DISPOSE OF YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS

- Set materials at the curb before
7 a.m. on your pickup day. Trucks
will go through only once.
 Seniors or disabled residents :
Contact your Neighborhood Watch
block captains —or call 952-563-8737
V/TTY in advance for assistance.
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SATURDAY
IF YOU LIVE PICKUP IS
East of Portland April 12
Penn to Portland April19
France to Penn April 26
Normandale to France May 3
West of Normandale May 17

licensing? Ask the City has answers. This
innovative system is designed to be an
easy and fast way to:

«  View the top questions and answers
of the week.

«  Search hundreds of frequently
asked questions using keywords.

«  Create a service request to ask for
help or action from the City.

«  Follow up on service requests.

Ask the City also tracks how
requests are resolved. It provides an
opportunity to analyze how the City
conducts business and uncover ways to
improve customer service. The system
simplifies the flow of information, thus
ensuring a good experience for all users.

Ask the City is accessible online
from the City’s main Web page at
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us and by
phone or in person through employees
of the City.

The new system, which launched in
January, is just one more example of the
City’s efforts to expand its 24/7/365
service availability. For more
information, call Communications
Administrator Janine Hill at
952-563-8819.

(g CITY OF BLOOMINGTON
1800 WEST OLD SHAKOPEE RoAD
BLoomINGTON MN 55431-3027

CITY OF
BLOOMINGTON

MINNESOTA

THE C1TY OF BLOOMINGTON and the Housing and

at Bloomington Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.
window replacement to porch additions.
available to answer questions.

Home improvement fair.

Ask THE CITY: IT’S EASY!

WY

Redevelopment Authority (HRA) will host the eighth Home
Improvement Fair, Saturday, February 16, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,

If you're thinking of making home improvements, you won'’t
want to miss this free event. Fairgoers will be able to visit more
than 6o home improvement exhibits, attend 16 how-to seminars,
ask questions and get ideas for remodeling projects. Participating
exhibitors will represent a multitude of trades, ranging from

Representatives from several City divisions will be
For more information, call HRA Program

Manager Bryan Hartman at 952-563-8943 or
visit www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keywords:

T Youora City staff member starts

the process by submitting a service

request online.

2 Routed to the appropriate staff, the

request is reviewed and assigned.

3 During the process, you may view

the progress updates until the task is

completed.
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CELEBRATING OUR SESQUICENTENNIAL
150 YEARS OF PROGRESS AND INNOVATION

By Mayor Gene Winstead

N MaAvy 11, 1858, the State of

Minnesota and the Town of

Bloomington were established.
Since its founding, Bloomington has
grown from a blooming prairie of a few
hundred people to a dynamic urban
center with more than 85,000 residents
and 94,000 employees.

As longtime Bloomington
residents, my wife and I have raised our
family here and have had the
opportunity to see firsthand part of the
evolution of this great city. Although
Bloomington has developed and
changed tremendously over the years, it
has been and always will be a
family-friendly place to live.

As we celebrate Bloomington’s
Sesquicentennial, we must not forget to
celebrate the other important dates and
people who made this city the wonderful,
bustling destination it is today. This is our
living history, which is growing and
changing every day, including:

«  Avolunteer fire department that
was established 61 years ago. Today we
have six fire stations and 145 volunteer
firefighters, many who are second and
third generation volunteers.

«  Apolice department that was
formed with three officers 55 years ago.
Today the police department has 116

sworn officers.

«  School enrollment in Bloomington
that was 700 in 1945. Today public school
enrollment is up to 10,368 and the city is
home to four colleges, ten elementary
schools, three middle schools, two high
schools and seven parochial schools.

«  The first City parks, Bush Lake Beach
and Moir Park, that were created in 1954.
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Palmer School students, circa 1900.

Today the city boasts 97 parks, 93 ball
fields and 55 playgrounds.

« A $650 million Mall of America,
once the location of an $8.5 million
baseball stadium.

The number of ways this city has
evolved could fill a book. Indeed it has.
See box right. Yet it all comes down to
people. So in honor and in celebration of
all the people who made and continue to
make Bloomington a great community,
we have planned a number of special
Sesquicentennial events and activities.
These occasions will offer the perfect
opportunity to meet your neighbors and
learn more about Bloomington’s past,
present and future. See page 8 calendar.

You won't want to miss the main
event, Sunday, May 11, at the Old Town
Hall. See page 8. Plans include a dedication
of the newly revitalized Old Town Hall
that was built in 1892 as a place for public
meetings, church services, educational
and social gatherings.

A “passport” has been created as a
fun way to remember all the unique
events you'll attend throughout the
year. At each event, participants may ask
that their passport be stamped to
acknowledge their participation.
Passports will be distributed to all
Bloomington schools. You may also

pick up passports at
Bloomington Civic
Plaza, 1800 W. Old
Shakopee Road, or
Creekside
Community Center,
9801 Penn Ave. S.

Please come to these community
events, meet your neighbors and
celebrate Bloomington’s rich history and
exciting present.

OUR RICH HISTORY

THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SHAPED BLOOMINGTON

MARTIN McLEoD, 1813-1860

ARTIN McLEOD WAS a young Scotsman who came to Minnesota at the age
Mof 24.He soon made a name for himself as a successful trader for the
American Fur Company. In 1840, McLeod began establishing his own trading
posts along the Minnesota River. In 1849, he moved his family and built a home
on the Minnesota River bluff, just east of Lyndale Avenue. He ended up donating
much of his land on Lyndale Avenue for the Bloomington Cemetery. When the
Town of Bloomington was established in 1858, McLeod was elected chair of the

first town board.

HISTORICAL PHOTOS © BLOOMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

NEW BOOK
ILLUSTRATES CITY’S
RICH HISTORY

BLOOMINGTON: A
Sesquicentennial Celebration,

describes Bloomington in vivid
images, from its humble beginnings
to its present. This exquisite
hardcover book contains 150 pages
of full-color photographs
illustrating Bloomington’s past
and present.

More than a historical book,
Bloomington: A Sesquicentennial
Celebration, is about progress,
innovation and, most of all,
“community spirit.” It includes
not only a detailed history of the
city, but portraits of the notable
people, community organizations
and businesses that call
Bloomington home.

Written by Normandale
Community College faculty member
John C.‘Chuck’ Chalberg,
Bloomington: A Sesquicentennial
Celebration, is available through the
City for the special price of $39.95
plus tax. This is more than $20 off
the retail price. Visit the Parks and
Recreation counter at Civic Plaza,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road, or
Creekside Community Center, 9801
Penn Ave. S., to purchase a copy
today. For more information, call
Communications Administrator
Janine Hill at 952-563-8819.

If you have historical photos or stories
you'd like to share or if you've been a
resident for 50 years or more, we'd love to
hear from you. Submit photos and stories
to City of Bloomington Communications,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington MN 55431, call
Communications Administrator Janine
Hill at 952-563-8819 or visit the City’s
Web site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keyword: 150.

Volume 16, Number 1
The Briefing, published bimonthly by the City
of Bloomington, is mailed to our residents and
businesses. Direct comments and requests for
Braille, larger print or computer disk to
Communications Administrator Janine Hill,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington MN
55431-3027; PH 952-563-8819; TTY 952-563-8740;
FAX 952-563-8715; E-MAIL jhill@ci.
bloomington.mn.us.
Web site: www.ci.bloomington.mn.us

BLoomINGTON CiTY COUNCIL

Mayor

Gene Winstead
952-888-1258(h)
952-563-8782(w)
gwinstead@
cibloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large
Amy Grady
952-884-6502 (h)
agrady@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large
Karen Nordstrom
952-831-5221 (h)
knordstrom@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District |
Steve Peterson
952-884-3262(h)
speterson@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

A
Councilmember District Il
Rod Axtell

952-832-5377(h)
raxtell@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District IlI
Steve Elkins
612-578-2103(c)

selkins@
cibloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District IV
Vern Wilcox
952-854-1425(h)
vwilcox@
cibloomington.mn.us

Elected officials presented for informational purposes.
COUNCILMEMBERS
council@ci.bloomington.mn.us
CiTY MANAGER

Mark Bernhardson
citymanager@ci.bloomington.mn.us
AsSISTANT CITY MANAGER
Clark Arneson
carneson@ci.bloomington.mn.us
DIRECTORS

Larry Lee, Community Development
llee@ci.bloomington.mn.us

952-563-8780

952-563-8921

952-563-8947

Diann Kirby, Community Services 952-563-8717
communityservices@ci.bloomington.mn.us

Lori Economy-Scholler, Finance 952-563-8791
finance@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Ulie Seal, Fire
fire@ci.bloomington.mn.us

952-881-4062

Kent Michaelson, Human Resources
kmichaelson@ci.bloomington.mn.us

952-563-4898

David Ornstein, Legal
legal@ci.bloomington.mn.us

952-563-8753

John Laux, Police
police@ci.bloomington.mn.us

Karl Keel, Public Works
publicworks@ci.bloomington.mn.us

952-563-8701

952-563-8731

The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in, its services,
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation will be
provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate
in all City of Bloomington services, programs, and activities.
The City has designated coordinators to facilitate compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), and to
coordinate compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 as mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development requlations. For more information,
contact the Human Services Division, City of Bloomington,
1800 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431-3027;
(952)563-8733 (Voice); 952-563-8740 (TTY).

Upon request, this information can be available in Braille,
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.
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2008 CITY PROPERTY TAXES
CONSERVATIVE GENERAL FUND BUDGET APPROVED

O MAINTAIN QUALITY SERVICES,
Tthe City Council adopted a $51.9

million 2008 General Fund Budget,
a 4.63 percent increase from 2007.

Based on this tax levy, the City’s
portion of property taxes —
approximately 33 percent — will decrease
from $62.82 to $61.81 per month for a
median-priced, single-family home
(2007 market value $247,900). The
median home value increased 1.3
percent in 2007 — a $3,100 asset value
appreciation over 2006. (As specified by
state law, property values used for 2008
taxes are based on 2006 property sales.
Lower home sale prices in 2007 will be
reflected in 2009 property taxes.) Total
market value for all Bloomington
properties grew from $11 billion in 2007
to $11.8 billion for taxes payable in 2008.

CONSERVATIVE INCREASE

“Including the 2008 increase, the
City’s total levy dollar increase averaged
4.61 percent annually over the last 10
years, representing a combination of
economic inflation, loss of state
revenues and additional growth within
the City,” explained Lori
Economy-Scholler, Bloomington Chief
Financial Officer. “The City’s strong
financial position and conservative
spending have helped keep tax increases
low as evidenced by the City’s
achievement of the highest bond ratings

Including the School District,

County, City and other taxing
districts, Bloomington’s total property
tax cost on the average single-family
home ranks second lowest of
Hennepin County cities with
populations over 20,000. Data from
the 2007 Citizen’s League Property
Tax Review is incorporated in the
graph at right.

CITY AGAIN RECEIVES THIRD TRIPLE-A BOND RATING

EXCELLENT BOND RATINGS ENSURE STRONG FINANCIAL FUTURE

LOOMINGTON RANKS with an elite

few cities nationwide in holding
three triple-A bond ratings. The City
maintains its triple-A ratings from
Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s and Fitch
Ratings, the highest bond ratings
awarded by these agencies.
Bloomington is one of only 24 cities out
of more than 19,000 municipal
governments in the U.S. that have
achieved triple-A ratings from all three
agencies. Our city is currently the only
city in Minnesota to hold all three
highest ratings. According to the
agencies, Bloomington’s triple-A status
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from Standard and Poor’s, Moody’s and
Fitch credit rating agencies.” See below.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY VALUES
INCREASING

A strong commercial/industrial
property market offset a flattening of the
residential markets to provide good tax
base growth for taxes payable in 2008.
The value changes shift more of the 2008
property tax burden from single-family
residential to commercial/industrial. For
2008, the owner of a median-valued
home will see a total property tax
increase for all jurisdictions of
approximately 1.2 percent. Over the past
10 years, the owner of a median-valued
home has seen total property taxes
increase at an annual rate of 4.4 percent,
while market value has increased 8.1
percent per year over the same period.
Overall value growth for commercial and
industrial properties averaged more than
15 percent for taxes payable in 2008. A
strong development cycle for office and
hotel is resulting in new development
under construction or in planning stages.

RESPONSIBLE BUDGETING

The City made adjustments in 2002
through 2008 for revenue losses due to
the State’s nonpayment to the City of
$6.2 million in market value credit
during that period. Even with the
anticipated loss of state monies in 2008,

VICES-AT-AN-AFFORDABLE-PRICE

2008 CITY SERVICES FOR A
MEDIAN HOME VALUE OF $247,900

Service 2008
Police $19.92
Public Works 17.12
Community Services 8.72
Debt and capital 5.00
Community Development 3.64
Fire Response 3.47
Technical Services 2.53
Strategic Priorities 1.41
Monthly cost in 2008 $61.81
Monthly cost in 2007 $62.82

Decrease $1.01

The City’s portion of property
taxes — approximately 33 percent —
will decrease from $62.82 to $61.81
per month for the owner of a
median-priced, single-family home
with a 2007 market value of
$247,900. Public works, police and
fire services account for about 64
percent of the monthly services for
which homeowners pay.

the City has an ongoing commitment to
provide cost-effective services while
minimizing increases.

From 1995 through 2002, utility fees
remained unchanged. For 2008, utility
fees will increase $1.66, or 4.6 percent
per month, for an annual average
increase of 4.9 percent since 2004.

2007 SINGLE-FAMILY EFFECTIVE PROPERTY TAX RATE
TOTAL PROPERTY TAX AS PERCENTAGE OF AVERAGE HOME’S VALUE

Minneapolis [N
Golden valley N
Brooklyn Center N
New Hope I
Brooklyn Park N
crystal .
st. Louis Park NN
Eden Prairie [N
Maple Grove I

Richfield N
Minnetonka [N
champlin I
Plymouth N
Bloomington |
Edina I

0.6 0.9 1.2 1.5
Percent

reflects the City’s conservative fiscal
management, diverse economic base,
central location, low unemployment
rates that fall below state and
national averages, and continued
success in the Mall of America tax

increment dlStl’lCt reail Rmiing
Uparade by
Sarpdad & Pudi's
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The City’s excellent bond ratings
signal current and potential
investors that our financial future is
strong and ensures Bloomington’s

Tawilis Rating

V'jags aele

Aaa

interest costs will remain as low as
possible. It also communicates to
businesses and individuals that
Bloomington is a healthy community.

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES
SHARE INPUT, STAY INFORMED

NORMANDALE LAKE
DisTRICT PLAN

O GATHER PUBLIC input on the

final draft of the Normandale
Lake District Plan, an open house
is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 20, 5:30 - 7 p.m. in the
Civic Plaza Lobby, 1800 W. Old
Shakopee Road. For more
information, call Julie Farnham at
952-563-4739 or visit
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: District Plan.

PoPLAR BRIDGE TRAFFIC
STUDY

N OPEN HOUSE is scheduled

for Monday, March 24,

4 -7 p-m., at Poplar Bridge
Elementary School, 8401 Palmer
Ave. S, to discuss a traffic study
for the Poplar Bridge
neighborhood between
Normandale Boulevard and
France Avenue, and between West
84th and West goth and g94th
Streets. This area has a history of
traffic concerns.

For more information, visit
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Poplar Bridge, call
Traffic Management Coordinator
Paul Jarvis at 952-563-4548 or Civil
Engineer Amy Marohn at
952-563-4532, or e-mail
trafficmanagement@
ci.bloomington.mn.us.

2007 MINNESOTA
PuBLic WORKS
PERSONNEL AWARDS
CITY EMPLOYEES HONORED

ONGTIMF. City of Bloomington

employees Maintenance
Superintendent Larry Tschida, right,
and Parkkeeper Il Dave Hanson, left,
were recipients of the 2007 Minnesota
Public Works Association Personnel
Award. Tschida was honored for his
continuing innovation in
maintenance operations and his
encouragement and mentoring in the
area of staff development. Hanson
was honored for his outstanding work
in providing quality maintenance
service to the city.

The Minnesota Public Works
Association’s mission is to advance
the theory and practice of the design,
construction, maintenance,
administration and operation of
public works facilities and services in
Minnesota.
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TOWARD-A-MORE-SUSTAINABLE-FUTURE

Earth Action Heroes protect the earth. Whether it’s
saving energy or guarding Bloomington’s precious
natural resources, these individuals are making a

WORTH THE MONEY

THINGS YOU CAN BUY TO STOP
WASTE AND SAVE MONEY

A°C°RDING ToDolit difference. Here are your neighbors in action ...
Green! magazine,
published by the Twin

Cities Green Guide,

EARTH ACTION HEROES
THE GREEN GROCERS

INNESOTANS ARE increasingly  even
M aware of the personal, find
environmental and economic an entire «

benefits of buying from local providers,

there are certain

items consumers

can buy to reduce

waste and save

money. Sound
good?

store. Fresh and

—. The City of

Bloomington Farmers according to the Minnesota Department

Natural Foods,

of Agriculture. Many environmentally which recently

Market has organic cotton tote bags avail-

conscious consumers who shop for food  opened a store on

able for just $10. Bags can be purchased at

locally are making a commitment to do goth Street and

the Parks and Recreation Counter at Civic
Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road, or at the
Farmers Market this summer.

so because they feel less mileage on Penn Avenue,

their food means less fossil fuels usedin  offers a wide

The following are the top items to buy:

Reusable shopping bags.
Faucet aerators — reduce water
flow by half.

Rechargeable batteries.

Compact fluorescent light bulbs -
a compact bulb will last 6,750 more

transport, less packaging, and tastier
and more nutritious eating.

As locally grown and organic foods
are becoming more and more popular
throughout the Twin Cities, grocers are
offering a wider selection of the foods.
Bloomington is no exception. Walk into
almost any grocery store in the city and
you’ll find at least an aisle dedicated to
organic products. In some cases, you'll

variety of organic and locally-grown
foods, in addition to free wellness
classes with topics ranging from
heart-healthy cooking to weight
management.

What makes organic food different
from conventionally-grown foods? Chief
Operating Officer of Fresh and Natural
Foods Kerry Larson says it’s about
quality and freshness. “Organic produce

hours than a 60 watt incandescent.
Cloth diapers — disposable diapers

go into landfills and take up to 500

years to decompose.

Use alternative transportation one

day a week - if only 1 percent of
U.S. car owners did not drive to work
for one day a week, it would keep 840

million pounds of carbon dioxide out of

the atmosphere.
Local produce — buying locally
sustains the environment.
For more information, visit
www.doitgreen.org.

SHOPPING “GREEN”

MAKING SMART CHOICES TO
BENEFIT THE ENVIRONMENT

WHETHER YOU CHOOSE to buy
organic or

not, there are many
ways to shop
“green.” By
remembering a
few basic
shopping
guidelines, you
can reduce your
impact on the
environment.
Some important
tips to remember
from the Twin
Cities Green Guide include:
»  Avoid excess packaging.
«  Shop with a cloth bag and avoid
using paper or plastic.
«  Buy products in recyclable
containers.
«  Purchase only reusable or
longer-lasting items.
«  Buy locally or buy in bulk
whenever possible.

For more information, visit
www.doitgreen.org.
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is pesticide and
herbicide-free, meats and

DID YOU KNOW?

. . poultry are free of
About 70 percent of Americans occasionally

antibiotics and

buy organic food, and nearly one-quarter of
) . . hormones and
Americans buy organic every week, according .
deli meats are
to the Hartman Group, a market . N
nitrate-free.
research firm. .
Organic
and locally
grown food is
not only good
for the
environment;
it’s also good for
the local
economy.

“Utilizing

ORGANIC LABELING
KNOW WHAT YOU’RE BUYING

ow Do YoUu KNow that the food you're buying
H is really organic? The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Organic Foods Production Act
and the National Organic Program use labeling to
assure consumers that organic foods are produced
and certified to meet national organic standards.
Labeling is based on the percentage of organic
ingredients in a product.

According to the USDA, products labeled as “100
percent organic” must contain only organically
produced ingredients (excluding water and salt). Products labeled “organic” must
consist of at least 95 percent organically produced ingredients. Only products
meeting the requirements for “100 percent organic” and “organic” may display these
terms on their principal display panel.

Products that contain at least 70 percent organic ingredients can use the phrase
“made with organic ingredients” and list up to three organic ingredients on the
principal display panel. However, the USDA seal cannot be
displayed on the package.

For more information, visit www.usda.gov.

Look for the USDA seal or mark on the product package.

SHOPPERS WITH WIRE BASKETS © COMSTOCK COMPLETE.

products

"d'.‘a.
'E'K

\ produced in the Twin Cities

Gy "~ that are grown or

area supports local businesses, and
the product, if perishable, is fresher,”
said Larson. “Transportation needs are
also minimized if the product is locally
produced.”

Fresh and Natural Foods meat
manager Paul Heimel, who has worked
in the meat industry for more than 40
years, emphasizes the importance of
supporting local farmers. Heimel can
tell you exactly where every item of food
in his department comes from.

“We have beef from Bill in Cannon
Falls, pork from Tim in Iowa, Larry’s
chickens, bison from Chisago City and
turkey and eggs from Owatonna,”
said Heimel.

To purchase organic and
locally-grown food, visit Fresh and
Natural Foods, your local grocer or come
to the Bloomington Farmer’s Market,
held Saturdays, July - October, in the east
parking lot of Bloomington Civic Plaza,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.

USDA

"

DEFINING ORGANIC
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE GREEN

Organic food products are
regulated by the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA).
To qualify as organic by the USDA,
food must come from crops that
are grown without synthetic
pesticides, artificial fertilizers,
irradiation (a form of radiation

used to kill bacteria) or
biotechnology. Animals on organic
farms eat organically grown feed,
aren’t confined 100 percent of the
time and are raised without
antibiotics or synthetic growth
hormones.

For information on the health
benefits of eating organic foods,
visit www.nextstep.state.mn.us.

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 2008



TRY SOMETHING NEW
EXPLORE CREEKSIDE

HE BLOOMINGTON SENIOR
TProgram offers more than 60
activities and services, including
card clubs, crafts, billiards,
computer classes, music and food
programs and more. Attend a Get
Acquainted with Creekside session
on the first Wednesday of each
month, from 10 - 11 a.m., to learn
more about the programs and

opportunities offered at Creekside.

EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS
NEW SOCIAL GROUP FORMED
Are you an adult age 50 or
older who would like the
opportunity to meet new
people? Human Services is
looking for people interested in
getting a social group up and
running. If you're willing to
share a little time and lots of
ideas, call 952-563-4949; TTY
952-563-4957 V/TTY.

AMERICAN HEART
MONTH
KNOW YOUR RISK FACTORS FOR
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
ARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES are our
Cnation’s number one killer. This
year alone, about 452,000 Americans
will die from heart-related conditions.
To urge Americans to join the battle
against these diseases, the U.S.
Congress has made February American
Heart Month.

“The good news is, many of the
problems related to cardiovascular
disease can be alleviated or prevented
through healthy diet and lifestyle,”
said Bloomington Public Health
Program Manager Karen Stanley. “You
know your risk factors and take
appropriate action.”

Many risk factors, such as
tobacco-use, high blood cholesterol,
high blood pressure, physical inactivity,
obesity and diabetes, can be controlled.
If you don’t know your cholesterol level,
now is the time to get it checked. Tests
are available through the City’s Health
Risk Assessment Clinic. The next clinic
will be held on Tuesday, April 8. Testing
is by appointment only.

For more information or to make an
appointment, call 952-563-8900.
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CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CENTER

9801 PENN AVENUE S., 952-563-4944, TTY 952-563-4957

FREE TAX PREPARATION SERVICES

CHOOSE FROM TWO AVAILABLE PROGRAMS

first-served basis to individuals who meet income-qualifying guidelines. Tax

F REE INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE is available at Creekside on a first-come,

assistance includes the following programs:

ACCOUNTABILITY MINNESOTA

AccountAbility Minnesota will provide tax
assistance to individuals with incomes of $30,000 or
less, and families with incomes of $40,000 or less.

AD V5
22 %

ape)

When: Tuesdays, February 12 -April 15

Time: 6-9p.m. TAX FORMS AVAILABLE
. AT CREEKSIDE

When: Thursdays, February 7 - April 10

Time: 6-9pm Federal tax forms

When: Saturdays, February g - April 12 are ava11a'ble tobe

Time: 9 am.-12:30 p.m. (In March, hours photocopied at

Creekside.

will be extended to 2:30 p.m.)

AARP TAX-AIDE

In partnership with the City of Bloomington, AARP Tax-Aide will provide free

tax preparation services to middle- and low-income taxpayers, with special

attention to adults age 60 and older. The AARP Tax-Aide program prepares personal

income tax returns including the 1040, 1040A and 1040EZ. Taxpayers with complex

tax returns are advised to seek paid tax assistance.

When:
Time:
When:

9 a.m. - noon

Mondays, February 11 - April 14 (Except February 18)

Tuesdays, February 12 - April 15

CROSS-CULTURAL CONVERSATIONS

PASTOR ANDRIES COETEEZ AND IMAM IKRAM UL HuO

ASTOR ANDRIES COETEEZ (known as
PDries) and Imam Ikram ul Huq (who
goes by Huq) became fast friends when
they met in 2004.

Pastor Dries, pictured to the right of
Imam Hug, grew up in South Africa
during the time of apartheid. He studied
theology and in 1997 moved to the U.S.,
settling in Bloomington in 2003 to serve
as Associate Pastor at Oak Grove
Presbyterian Church.

Imam Hug, Religious Director of the
Muslim Community Center, was born in
India. He worked as a speech writer and
UNICEF liaison between Nigeria and the
U.S. until he moved to Minnesota in 198s.

The two are now using their unique
friendship to teach tolerance and
understanding throughout their
communities and beyond.

How do you teach something
like tolerance?
—~—

Hug: I think tolerance needs to start at
home, but we also need to cultivate a
sense of community in our children.
Every Sunday we have a question and
answer session at the Muslim Center.
We also collaborate with the University
of St. Thomas and Hamline University to
bring students to the center.

Dries: I think we teach tolerance by giving
people exposure to different cultures and
beliefs. Our relationship with the Muslim
Center isn’t about converting people. It's
about being secure in who we are and
realizing that we're all human.

O Have you encountered any
roadblocks?
L

Dries: The media often wants to show
only the negative side.Ialso think people
are afraid that interacting with people of
other faiths means that we water down
our own beliefs. That’s not true.

Hug: There are a lot of misconceptions
out there. I think we have to stop being
afraid of being politically incorrect and
start asking more questions. We need to
have more honest, open exchanges.

What are the commonalities
between you?
L]

Dries: We are all family. I think we both
believe very strongly in outreach, not to
convert, but to help people in need.

Hug: Our struggles are the same. We
may be Muslim, we may be Christian,
but we're all “Minnesotans.”

For more information on teaching
tolerance, call the Human Rights
Commission at 952-563-8733.

TAX FORM © BIG STOCK PHOTO, HEART © COMSTOCK COMPLETE, EXPLORERS © BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA.

Bloomington Police Department Explorers

pose for a group shot.

ON PATROL

GET TO KNOW
YOUR BPD

HE BLOOMINGTON POLICE

Department (BPD) prides itself on
being more than just “in” the
community, it is an integral part of the
community. The values statement of
the Police Department encourages
partnerships with youth. Police
outreach programs, such as the
Bloomington Explorers and the Cops
and Kids baseball, basketball and
hockey programs, are committed to
helping Bloomington youth.

Since 1972, more than 350 young
men and women have worn the
Explorer uniform. Law enforcement
exploration is designed for males and
females, 14 - 21 years of age, who have
an interest in law enforcement.

The Bloomington Cops and Kids
youth sports program, which began as
an all-volunteer baseball clinic six
years ago, has grown to include
hockey and basketball.

Speaking engagements are also a
common occurrence. The Community
Response and Enforcement Unit may
talk about the harmful effects of
drugs, while the Bomb Squad, SWAT
and Crisis Negotiations teams may
demonstrate their skills and talk
about high-risk incidents.

Above and beyond the formal
programs, officers do “directed

" patrols” during their shifts, such as

eating lunch with school children and
teaching safety. On their own time,
many members of the Police
Department tutor students at
Westwood Elementary, work with
Special Olympics or coach basketball.
A heart for youth might be the best
tool BPD officers have and the tool
that sets them apart.

For more information on the
Bloomington Police Department, call
952-563-4900, e-mail
police@ci.bloomington.mn.us, or visit
the City’s Web site at
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us.

Officers join Bloomington youth for Cops

and Kids hockey.
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CONTACT PARKS AND
RECREATION AT 952-563-8877
FOR EVENT INFORMATION.

DAYTIME VOLLEYBALL

E XERCISE AND ENJOY volleyball year-
round. Teams form when you play.

When: Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Where: Bloomington National
Guard Armory,
3300 W. 98th St.
Time: 10 am. - 12 p.m.
Cost: $2 each session.
SENIOR VOLLEYBALL
LEAGUE

HE BORN AGAIN Jocks Volleyball
TLeague welcomes men, 55 years and
over, with all levels of playing ability.
For more information, call Dick
Wortman at 952-888-1814.

When: Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Time: Warm-up  8:45a.m.
Games 9 am.

Where: Kennedy Activity Center,

9701 Nicollet Ave.S.

PLAYFIELD LOCATIONS

Dred Scott, 10820 Bloomington
Ferry Road, and Valley View,
9000 Portland Ave. S.

MEN’S, WOMEN’S AND
CO-REC SOFTBALL

When: One evening per week,
starting May 2.

Where: Valley View and Dred
Scott Playfields.

Cost per $535 + tax - Recreation

team: $760 + tax - Fast pitch and
doubleheader.

Deadline: = March 14.

PLAY BALL!

IME TO GEAR UP for adult softball.
More than 300 teams compete
throughout the summer and fall.

Hosted at the Dred Scott and
Valley View Playfields, leagues are for
adults, ages 18 and older. Divisions
include men’s, men’s fast pitch,
women’s and co-rec.

Summer leagues form in March
and play May through July. Teams are
sanctioned in the two main Minnesota
softball associations, the ASA and
USSSA. Play ranges from competitive to
recreational levels.

For more information, call
Recreation Supervisor Jason Hicks at
952-563-8880, or e-mail
jhicks@ci.bloomington.mn.us.

SENIOR FITNESS
GET MOVING WITH FUN CLASSES

ARKS AND RECREATION offers a
Pvariety of fun fitness opportunities
for seniors, such as exercise classes,
Bocce Ball Girls, Born Again Jocks, T’ai
Chi Chih, walking club and more.

For more information on wellness

programs, call 952-563-8877 or e-mail
parksrec@ci.bloomington.mn.us.
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ART

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

E)LOOMINGTON FEBRUARY CARNIVAL FOR FAMILIES

LOOMINGTON LovEs ITs Kips (BLIK) is a
B weeklong community-wide celebration that

combines community and family fun with
educational programs and ceremonies recognizing
Bloomington kids.

The BLIK carnival will be held at Northwestern
Health Sciences University, 84th Street and Penn
Avenue, Saturday, February 23,12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Highlights include games, face-painting and dancing
along with family entertainment.

For more information, call 952-563-8877 or visit

www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: BLIK.

SUMMER SPECTRUM
SUPER SIGN-UP SATURDAY!
When: Saturday, March 15,9 - 10 a.m.

NOW ONLINE!

Summer Spectrum

. L. registration, team
Where: Bloomington Civic Plaza,

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.
ONCE AGAIN there are two easy
options for registering for youth

schedules, standings and game
scores are now online. Go to
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,

i ) keyword: Team schedules.
programs. You may sign up in person on

Super Sign-Up Saturday or you
may register online at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: Spectrum.

which will arrive in late March. For more information, contact Parks
and Recreation at 952-563-8877 or parksrec@ci.bloomington.mn.us.

SPRING EGG HUNT

FOR CHILDREN, AGES 8 AND UNDER

When: Saturday, March 22, 9:30 a.m. - noon

Where: Northwestern Health Sciences University,

84th Street and Penn Avenue.

Time: Activities begin 9:30 a.m., hunt 11 a.m.
NJOY SNACKS, GAMES, photos with the Bunny,

E entertainment and more. This “eggs”traordinary

annual event is sponsored by Northwestern Health

Sciences University, Parks and Recreation and the

Bloomington Breakfast Optimist Club.

GALAXY YOUTH CENTER

e i W Where:  Valley View Middle School,
' 8900 Portland Ave.
Hours: Monday - Friday = 2:20- 6 p.m.

Bus home: 4:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m.
Where: Oak Grove Middle School, 1300 W. 106th St.
Olson Middle School, 4551 W. 102nd St.
Hours: Monday - Friday  2:20-5p.m.
Bus home: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $1daily.
ALAXY YOUTH CENTERS serve youth in grades 6 through 8 who live or go to
G school in Bloomington. Galaxy provides recreation, enrichment, developmental
programming and help with homework. For more information, call 952-681-6124.

BLOOMINGTON FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER (BFAC)
DISCOUNTED SEASON PASSES FOR RESIDENTS
BUY YOUR BFAC resident season pass before April 15 and §

receive $2 off or purchase your pass prior to June 7 and
receive $1 off per pass. Passes are sold at the Parks and Recreation

counter at Civic Plaza through May 23. Beginning May 27 all ) ' }
passes and pictures will be processed at the Bloomington Family - g
Aquatic Center, 301 E. goth St., daily from 2 - 7 p.m. The BFACis o, :“-

open June 7 - August 17 and weekends through Labor Day.

2008 Resident Season Pass Pricing (Prices include tax)

Infant Age1and under Free

Child Age2-10 $14

Young Adult Age11-15 $24 ) _
Adult Age 6-54 $44 i \ N
Senior Age 55 and up $14 / .;} Ly

For more information, call 952-563-8877 or visit
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keywords: Aquatic center.

SOFTBALL, KEYBOARD AND SWIMMER © JUPITERIMAGES CORPORATION, HISTORICAL KIDS © BLOOMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

S-PARKS-AND-RECREATION

Look for more details in the Summer Spectrum 2008 program brochure,

AREE

DAPTIVE RECREATION AND
ALearning Exchange (AR&LE)
offers recreational, leisure and
community education programs
that are specifically designed to
meet the needs of people with
disabilities in the cities of
Bloomington, Eden Prairie, Edina
and Richfield. For information, call
Parks and Recreation or visit
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Adaptive Recreation.
Inclusion services provided

Under the direction of the
Assistant Parks and Recreation
Manager, inclusion services allow
participants with disabilities to
fully participate in Parks and
Recreation programs. For more
information, call Parks and
Recreation or e-mail
parksrec@ci.bloomington.mn.us.

LOOK AHEAD

PLAN YOUR EVENT

PICNIC SHELTERS AVAILABLE
FOR RENT

ICNIC SHELTERS are available to rent

for picnics, receptions, reunions or
meetings. Register now for use April
through mid-October. Shelters have
electricity, grills, restrooms and
drinking fountains. In addition, City
parks offer playground equipment,
volleyball and horseshoe courts,
walking trails and softball fields.
Reduced rates are available for
nonprofit Bloomington youth groups.

MoIR PARK

104th St. at Morgan Ave.

Shelter 1: Accommodates 200+.
$195 + tax.

Shelter 2: Accommodates 50.
$133 + tax.

WEST BUSH LAKE PARK
94th St. at West Bush Lake Road.

Shelter 1: Accommodates 200.
$195 + tax.

Shelter 2: Accommodates 100.
$133 + tax.

EAsT BUSH LAKE PARK

9140 East Bush Lake Road.
Shelter 3: Accommodates 200.
$257 + tax.

SMITH PARK

8155 Park Ave. S.
Shelter: Accommodates 30.
$84 + tax.
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ART NEVER TASTED
THIS GOOD!

CHOCOIATE

BENEFITING THE BLOOMINGT! FINE ARTS COUNCIL

Sunday, March 9,1 - 5 p.m.
Bloomington Center for the Arts
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road

HE TASTE OF CHOCOLATE is
Tpresented in partnership with
the Bloomington Chamber of
Commerce and sponsored by The
Toro Company and HealthPartners.
Enjoy savory chocolates by 17 chefs
and chocolatiers, entertainment,
silent auction and raffle drawing for
fabulous prizes.

2008 Honorary Chocolatier
Brian T. McElrath
Featuring chocolates by

@ B.T. McElrath ® Blue Water Grill -
Hilton Airport ® Creative
Confectionaire ¢ From Nicole’s
Kitchen ® Groveland Confections

# Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington
and Crowne Plaza Minneapolis

@ McCormick and Schmick Seafood
Restaurant ¢ Muffuletta in the Park
@ Mr. B. Chocolatier ® Muddy Paws
Cheesecake ® Napa Valley Grille

@ Park Tavern # Patisserie Margo
® River Chocolate Company

# Seasons at Dolce Oak Ridge

@ Truffles & Tortes ® Woolley’s
Prime Steakhouse.

Tickets are $25 in advance; $30
at the door. Early bird entrance is 12 -
1 p.m. with a $10 donation per ticket.
For more information or to purchase
tickets, call 952-563-8567 or visit
www.tasteofchocolate.org.

IN THE COMMUNITY

BLOOMINGTON SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA
HERO WORSHIP

The Bloomington Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Joseph Schlefke,
will perform Hero Worship, Sunday,
February 17,3 p.m,, at St. Michael’s
Lutheran Church, 9201 Normandale Blvd.
For tickets call 952-563-8575.

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 2008

Old Shakopee Road, the Center for the Arts is a first-class facility housing eight

I OCATED IN BLOOMINGTON CIvic PLAZA at the corner of West 98th Street and

arts organizations. For facility information, call 952-563-8889. For exhibit

information and events, call 952-563-8567 or visit the City’s Web site,

www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: Calendar.

BLOOMINGTON
ART CENTER (BAC)

952-563-8587

INEZ GREENBERG GALLERY

Art in the Home, featuring
custom-crafted home furnishings and
accessories by local artisans, runs
February 15 - March 21, 9:30 a.m. -

2:30 p.m. Artists’ reception is Thursday,

February 21,6 - 8 p.m.

River’s Edge by Marty Hicks.

SCHNEIDER THEATER

THURSDAY MUSICAL

Thursday Musical invites you to

attend the 2008 Thursday Morning Artist
Series, featuring classical music by
outstanding musicians from the Twin
Cities. Performances are held Thursdays
at10:30 a.m., February 21, March 6

and 27, and April 10 and 24. Concerts
feature four different musicians,
instrumentalists and singers, performing
a wide variety of exceptional repertoire.
Tickets are $10 for adults; $6 for students.
For more information, call 612-333-0313 or
visit www.thursdaymusical.com.

ANGELICA CANTANTI

SINGING OUR STORIES
CONCERTS

The Angelica
Cantanti youth choir will
perform at St. Michael’s
Lutheran Church, 9201
Normandale Blvd., on
Sunday, February 24 and
May 4. For more
information, visit
www.angelicacantanti.org.

8 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sa 9a.m.-5p.m.
Su 1-10 p.m.

Luminosities, featuring artists
Karen Gustafson and Scott Garver Glass
Studio, runs
March 28 -
May 2.
Artists’
reception is
Friday,
March 28,
6-8pm. g
Painted bowl by Scott
Robinson.

ATRIUM GALLERY

One View, Three Visions, featuring
artists Cheryl LeClair-Sommer, Lisa
Stauffer and Michelle Wegner, runs
February 21 - March 30. Artists’ reception
is Thursday, February 21,6 - 8 p.m.

To order tickets, call 952-563-8575 or visit
www.bloomingtoncivictheatre.org.

MEDALIST CONCERT BAND
MARCHES FOR MARCH

The Medalist Concert Band with
Conductor Jerry Luckhardt will perform
the works of Leonard Bernstein, Edvard
Grieg, Jacques Offenbach and John Philip
Sousa on Sunday, March 2, 4 p.m. Tickets
are $10 adults; $8 students/seniors.

CONTINENTAL BALLET COMPANY

This special gala event celebrates
20 years of classical ballet on Friday -
Saturday, March 14 - 15,7:30 p.m., and
Sunday, March 16, 3 p.m. Tickets are $24
adults; $18 students/seniors.

BEYOND CATEGORY: THE
ELLINGTON AND STRAYHORN
SONGBOOK

Vocalists Maud Hixson, Lucia Newell
and Dennis Spears, accompanied by the
Rick Carlson Trio, will perform
compositions by Duke Ellington and Billy
Strayhorn, Saturday, April 12, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $19 for adults; $17 for
students/seniors.

YouTH CHOIR AUDITIONS

The Angelica Cantanti Youth Choir gives
young choral musicians a complete musical
experience. For information, call Andrea Dittmer at

952-563-8572.

Civic PLAzA LoBBY

5TH ANNUAL
WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
AND Book FAIR
Workshops, a book
fair, readings and panel
discussions are featured
at this celebration of the
literary arts on Saturday,
April5,9:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.

The festival connects

budding and established

writers with published

authors and other Don’t miss
experts in the field to keynote
share information, speaker
techniques, skills and Faith
resources. Sullivan,
Preregistration is author of

required. To register or seven books

for more information, of fiction.

visit

www.bloomingtonartcenter.com.

.E _ f : _-_.'L.'. 4 i
Pastor Earnest Claiborn from the Potter's
House of Jesus Christ is a BCAT producer.

MAKE YOUR VOICE
HEARD WITH BCAT

RE YOU INTERESTED in video
Aproduction? Do you have a topic
you're passionate about? Maybe it’s
time to produce your own TV show.
Bloomington Community Access
Television (BCAT) is the place to make
that happen.

BCAT members have access to
professional equipment and training.
The facility boasts a broadcast studio
with three cameras, a control room, a
sound booth, a large green screen,
two edit suites, five video cameras,
tripods, microphones and more.
Classes on how to use the equipment
are also offered.

Make your voice heard. Music
videos, talk shows, documentaries,
discussion groups, narratives,
community events, classes, spoken
word, educational programs —whatever
you create — will air on Bloomington
Cable Channel 16. Membership is $45
for individuals, $15 for students and $110
for organizations.

BCAT is located on the second floor
of Bloomington Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old
Shakopee Road. For more information,
visit www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: BCAT, or call Jenny

Hanson at 952-563-4980.
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SESOUICENTENNIAL-CALENDAR-OF-EVENTS

SUMMER FETE

c ELEBRATIONS MARK 150 YEARS A NOT-.TO-BE-MISSED EVENT
SPECIAL EVENTS HELD THROUGHOUT 2008 Withexpanded

fireworks, games, Izumi

BLOOMINGTON LOVES ITs KiDs
CARNIVAL
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

City, Japan, delegation
visit, Native American
dancers, entertainment
and plenty of food

vendors, Summer Fete is

sure to be a hit. Thursday, July 3.

Carnival highlights include games,

VIRG ELLRICH MEMORIAL
FIREMEN’S SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT

LET’S PLAY BALL

face painting and dancing, along with
family-friendly entertainment.
Saturday, February 23.

TASTE OF JAPAN
EXPERIENCE JAPANESE CULTURE

This soth anniversary softball
tournament features teams from the

HIS YEAR HOLDS in store a variety of special events and activities. From

Enjoy a variety of cultural I concerts to reunions to family fun - there are many Sesquicentennial upfper
SRSPRILEINER, R pirgE T celebrations throughout 2008. In addition to the events listed below, MdeESt‘
Saturday, March 1. more events may be added to the line up. For the latest updates, visit the City’s i
TASTE OF CHOCOLATE Web site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword: 150. For more information, Sunday,
INDULGE YOUR TASTE BUDS call Communications Administrator Janine Hill at 952-563-8819. July 18 - 20.

Don't miss this exciting chocolate . . FAMILY CELEBRATION
event. Early bird hour begins at noon. Day Sesquicentennial event A DAY FOR FAMILIES
See page seven. Sunday, March g. February 23 Bloomington Loves Its Kids Carnival The Minnesota Masonic Home

12:30 - 3 p.m. Northwestern Health Sciences University, and Minneapolis present
STATE OF THE CITY 2501 W. 84th St. porsp
, historical exhibits, costumed

LEARN ABOUT BLOOMINGTON’S FUTURE March 1 Taste of Japan

5-9:30 p.m. Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road Teenactors, carriage rides, antique car

March 9 Taste of Chocolate
1-5p.m. Center for Arts, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road Sunday, August 10.

Hear presentations by Mayor Gene show and a character sketcher.

Winstead and City Manager Mark

Bernhardson. Wednesday, March 26.

March 26 Zt.ate °:It{1}1‘fc CitYS Armerican Blud RIVER RENDEZVOUS
SUBURBAN WORLD 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 1rport Hilton, 3600 American Blvd. AN INTERACTIVE HISTORY EVENT
PHoTOS BY IRV NORLING April1-June 17 Photos by Irv Norling Svend a dav in th
Mi Hi W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul pendadayinthe
Photos by the prolific Bloomington innesota History Center, 345 ellogg Blvd., St. Pau sk with Native
photographer will be on display at the April 27 Summer of 150th Celebration P )
' ' 1:30 -4 p.m. Pond-Dakota Mission Park, 401 E. 104th St. American, fur trader
Minnesota History Center. May 3 Kite Day and settler reenactors,
April1-June 7. 1-4p.m. Valley View Playfield, gooo Portland Ave. S. storytelling, interactive
SUMMER OF 150TH CELEBRATION May 6 Older Americans Month demonstrations and
START THE SUMMER EARLY 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave. S. food. Saturday,
Anniversary Celebration September 20.
Old Town Hall, Penn Ave. S. and Old Shakopee Road
June 7 Center for Diagnostic Imaging’s Back in Shape Run/Walk BLOOMINGTON READS
8 a.m. Northwestern Health Sciences University, 2501 W. 84th St. BOOKS FOR FIFTH GRADERS TO ADULTS
June 14 Global Celebration: An International Festival Local celebrities read from a book
10 am.-8 p.m. Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road selection by Louise Erdrich for fifth
June 29 Sandcastles graders to adults. Books are available
1-4p.m. Bush Lake Beach, 9140 E. Bush Lake Road May 1 at the Oxboro and Penn Lake
Enjoy Pond House tours, reenactors, July 3 Summer Fete Libraries. Sundays in September.
food, entertainment and more. 5-10 p.m. Normandale Lake Park, 9801 Penn Ave. S.
Sunday, April 27. July 18 - 20 Virg Ellrich Memorial Firemans’ Softball Tournament FIRE STATION OPEN HOUSES
Valley View Playfield, 84th and Chalet Road NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
KiTe DAY August 10 Family Celebration
GET CARRIED AWAY 1-4pm. Minnesota Masonic Home, 11501 Masonic Home Dr.
See amazing kite-flying September 20 River Rendezvous
exhibitions, Taiko drummers and 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Pond Dakota Mission Park, 401 E. 104th St.
dancers. Saturday, May 3. September 7,14, 21,28 Bloomington Reads
2p.m. Old Town Hall, Penn Ave. S. and Old Shakopee Road
OLDER AMERICANS MONTH October 11 Fire Station and Training Facility Open Houses
CELEBRATE AT CREEKSIDE 10am.-1p.m. Fire Stations 1-5 and
Enjoy a Native American cultural Public Safety Training Facility, 7525 Braemar Boulevard, Edina Visit a Bloomington fire station or
lunch and performance by Larry Yazzie. October 17 -18 National Duck Stamp Contest and Exhibition the Public Safety Training Facility for
Tuesday, May 6. Civic Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road National Fire Prevention Week.
November 3 Veterans Wall Dedication Participate in various activities,
150TH ANNIVERSARY 11am.-12:30 pm.  Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave. S. demonstrations and tours.

CELEBRATION

Saturday, October 11.
VisIT THE NEW OLD TOWN HALL v

V “‘" Hl'nﬁ‘ﬁ GLOBAL CELEBRATION: NATIONAL DUCK STAMP

Dedication of Old Town Hall,

costumed reenactors, historical site A ‘] AN INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL E:‘)’INC.':iI :I-TOZTES,XNI:':'ch:LIAOLZIVENT
tours, pioneer fair, music and ice cream ‘ FARMERS MARKET KICK-OFF EVENT
social. Sunday, May 11. / The 2008 Farmers Market begins Watch the judging and exhibition

with ethnic food and music, and arts of 250 entries for the 2008 - 2009

and crafts. Saturday, June 14. Federal Duck Stamp.

Friday - Saturday, October 17 - 18.
SANDCASTLES
FUN IN THE SUN AT BUSH LAKE BEACH VETERANS WALL DEDICATION

HONORING BLOOMINGTON VETERANS

CENTER FOR DIAGNOSTIC
IMAGING’s BACK IN SHAPE
RUN/WALK Sandcastle contests, games,
GET ENERGIZED FOR THE SUMMER entertainment and swimming. Bloomington veterans photo
display mid-October through

Participate in a 5K run and walk. Sunday, June 29.

Saturday, June 7. November 30 with a dedication

November 3.
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